not be permitted to raise too many difficulties. Charles did
not want to gratify paternal affection at the expense of
constant bickerings with his brother* He set the stage for
the reconciliation scene very carefully and on February
third Monmouth wrote in his diary:

** A letter from L (his private code for Halifax) that
my business is almost as well as done, but must be so sud-
den as not to leave time for 39'$ (James's) party to coun-
terplot^
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